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T O HIS wW O R- 


SHIPFVL GOOD FRIEND, 
MASTER Thomas WrorTH 
an affeer and fauourer of 
the Muſes. 


4 His Cuckowes poem let me thus excuſe 
(&! To you (deare friend, the Patron of my verſe) 
{POE Thoughſomeblind night-born Momus _— 
GO: Ska As but aicſt vnworthy toreherſe : 
Yet who ſuch iefts, as this ſhall idly blame, 
| Shallfor their mecde merita Cuckowes name. 


4 


If] peake not this ; bat thatin Surinns time, 

When as my wit ewith riper fruit ſhall grow, 

My Muſe may ſpeake to thee in ſweeter ryme, 

Andffor thy worth ſomegrauer poem ſhow : 
Meane time accept of what I heere do bring, 


| Though Cuckow-like my Muſe doth harſhly ſing. 
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REA 
3 Knew that the nature of our Cuckow is a thing ſo 
2 well knowne, that I neede not deſpaire of any mans 
' knowledge berein;and therefore for me (eſpecially 

' tn theſeparts where it is ſo well knowne) to preſent 
only a Cuckow, were to bring an Owle to Athens, 
bird better knowne there then a.Cuckow. Wherefore ( zentle Rea- 
der) leaning the literall expoſition to him, that is beter 5kild in 
the nature of a Cuckow, then my ſelfe, I remit the cauſe of my aſſet 
in this ſubiett, to thy deeper conſideration, To the prodigall want- 
wits of our age,that are either too curious to contemne al,or tos free 
to affect all, let them know, that I neither deſpaire at the furious 


hy 
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frownes of the cne,neither relie vpon the fawning fancie of the 0- 
ther : only I ſubmit my ſelfe to the cenſure of htm,that is more then 


_ ameererender,to whom I do impart part of my poore poeticall skill, 
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wpon which 1 hane beſtowed ſome idle houres ; idle I call them,nos 
in diſgrace of ſo famous 4 Skill : but to giue the world notice, that T 
make it not the chiefe part of my profeſcon : but rather place it a- 
moneſt thoſe things of accomplement required in a ſcholar, or gen- 
tleman ; which if (gentle Reader) thou ſhalt gently accept, my new 
borne Mule, that now ſinzs harjhang hoarſe in the ſhape of a Cuc- 


kow, may by thy incouragement hereafter ſing tothee ina more 


pleaſing note. And ſo wiſhing, that her obſquritie and vnac- 
guaintance with thee, bee not the barre of her good in- 
tertainment in thy conceit,as being but a ſlran- 
ger: yet as friend, Thidthee 
Farewell. 0, 
| | THE 
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VE === Hen Perſeus bride, that ſtarre of heauen had fled 


Pa) V7 : ] The Dragons paw by helpe of Gorgens head, 
EL ADRY Her gold-out-gliſtring lockes began ro trim : 
Then did the luſtic Ram with hornedcreſt 

Rouſe vp Exropas grim-curl'd-headed beaſt, 

Who loudly bellowing did chaſe away 
Thetedious night,and call'd backe cheerefull day. 
For then Hyperzons ſon, the daies bright = 

In pompedtd court the Ladie ofthe; pring ; 
Andiheagaineinall her rich aray 

Did wanton with him in laſciuious play, 

VYneill her wombe with loues ſweet fruit did grow, 
The ſweeteſt fruir,that wombedid euerſhow : 

For it brougi! forththe worlds admired birth, 
The frirn dame Flora, faireſt child on carth ; 
Who in thort ttmedid grow ſo greatin fame 

For need! worke,thatneuer any dame, 

Although her cunning were exceedingrare 

With faire azme Floraesskill might make compare: 
To ſhow tlie which,the world ſhe ſet on wing 
Ofſweet delight, to welcomeintheſ] pring : 

The mountaine tops ſheclad in coate of greene, 
And ſpotted them with goldas they had been 
Starrie Olympt, and the vales below 

Shedeckt with daintier worke, then art can ſhow ; 


Vpon the ground mantledin verdent hew, 
A 3 Out. 


Andonthe ſca-gods golden-edged brim 
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z The Cuckow. 
Out of her fruitfull lap each day ſhe threw, 
"The choiceſt lowers, that any curious cyc 
In natures garden euer did eſpic: 
The loftie trees, whole leauic lockes did ſhake 
And with the winddid dalianceſceme to make, 
Shee with ſweet breathing bloſſomes did adorne, 
That ſeem'd to Jaugh the winter paſt to ſcorne, 2D 
Who when mild Zephirus did gently blow 
Delightfull odors round about did throw , 
While 1oyous birds beneath the leauic ſhade, 
With pleaſant ſinging ſweet reſpondence made 
vnto the murmuring ſtreames,thatſecm'd to play 
With filuer ſhels, thatin their boſom lay : 
Thus with delight did F/ora decke cach thing 
To welcome in her mother joyfull ſpring, 
Who had not long triumph in this our clime 
.Before the tidings of her ioyous prime 
Were ſpread abroad, which,when thoſe birds that ſhrunke 
| Into the wooden walles of hollow trunck, 
For truth did heare,abroad they boldly came 
To welcome Lady Yer, that louely dame 
* Mong'{t whom two chiefe there were, Dan Cuckow hight; 
In whom god Yulcans loue tooke moſt delight, 
The other that ſweet ſinger Philomel, 
Or Caſia hight, whom Phebeloued well : 
Theſetwo were chicfe, that in contention ſtood 
Amongſt the pleaſant fingers of the wood 
To be chiefe carroler and lead the ring, 
Ofallthe reſtto welcome in the ſpring. 
Dan Cuckow was a bird hatchtinthathoure, 
When Mars did ſport in Cythereas bowre, 
Whereby the note, which his hoarſe voice doth beare 
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Ts harſh and fatallto the weddedeare : 
 Butlittle Philomelafarre more bleſt 
Was foſter'd in faire Phabes owne deare breſt, 
Whom ſhe no more the Nightingale did name, 
But to conſort her nature to the ſame 
Shee call'd her Caſta, word of much import, 
And made her chicfe of birds in their conſort. 
Betwixt Dan Cuckowand this little bird | 
Th'approach of {pringa greatcontention ſtird, 
Who ſhould be deem'd the chiefe of birds to bring 
The happie tidings of thapproaching ſpring : 
For Philemel once ina pearlic morne, 
When heauen with ſun-brightlookes didearth adorne 
Hearing each bird record her curious lay, 
Vntothe wood with ſpeed did take her way, 
Where ſhee did preſle into the thickeſt throng 
And did ſo {weetly in delicious ſong 
Chaunt out aloude her welcome totheſpring, 
That all the birds did ceaſetq heare her hog 
But as ſhe ſate admir'd of wh x one, 
Redoubling quauers 1n diuifion, 
And ſweetly warbling outthat chaſte ſer ſong, 
Which Phebe taught to her when ſhee was young, 
Dan Cuckow came, and from his greedie throate 
breathing out ditties of an vnchaſt note, 
| As wroth that other birds ſhould ſeecke to make 
Her miſtres of the quier, thus boldly ſpake : 
Thou wretch (faid he) what high aſpiring ſpirit 
| Doth harborin thy breſt ? whatis thy merit 
That thou ſhould be chiefe carroler to ſing - 
Amongſt vsall to welcome inthe ſpring 2 


Is not my damethegoddeſle of delight, 
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And Queeneof Love, whoſe altarsare bedight 

With broad blowne blofſomes of the blooming ſpring, 

Ot budding youth : then cealc and Jet mee ing; 

ForT ot birds am chiefcſt in her ſight 

Andin my dittics ſhe takes moſt delight : 

Then ceale thou fondling ceaſe, and ictmefing 

A plcaiing welcome to the wanton ſpring, 

This ſaid, he chaunted out his wonred lay, 
Which did in wouds all wedded birds aftray : 

But little Csfa nought at all Ciſmaide, 

Being ſatcly throwded in the leauic ſhade 
| Return'dthis ſhort replie: (Cuckow) (quoth ſhee) 
== What thou haſt ſaid,] graunt ; yet now heare me. 

it Where daintic dames arc dight to wanton ſin 
Looſely araid youths wandring cyes to win, 
Whom flick-haird ſlipper-ioflcls do diſpoile 
Of beauties, bud with loucs ſweete ſeeming toile, 
- While ſmock {worne boyes ſtand by and keepeaccount, 

bi How oft aloft they luſtily do mount 

of There with good right may thy harſh ſounding throate 
Without controll record thy baſtardnote, 
Burin all woods, where my faire virgin dame 
With her chaſte Nymphes did keepe laborious game 
Toflacke theftrengrh of loues bow. bending ſtring, 
Thou muſt not ſpeake thy welcome to the ſpring: | 
For Phebes ſelfe with all her Nymphes conſent 
Did make me cheete of birds, for that intent. 
This ſaid, Dan Cuckow perfect in the fleight 
Of curing guile, and knowing loues delight 
Had thrill'd their hearts, thatin faire Phebesgrouc 
Oncerangdat will in{corneof Ladicloue, 
Made this replic: (quoth he) ſceing thou doſt vaunt 
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Of Pheheandher Nymphes, theteby todaunt 
My courage in thisclaime, I do agree, - 
That they decide the cauſe 'twixtthee and mee, 
And it they judge thy notetheſweeterſound, 
Cheete finger of the quier, thou ſhalrbecrown d : 
Bur if to them my forig more pleaſing be, 
os make me checte in woods, thou i halt agree. 
ita being ſwift togiue ſuch counſell care 

Si ppoſing Phebes Nymphes, ſuch loue did beare 
To chaſter thoughts, that they would all dereſt 
Thevnchaſte dirtie of Dan Cuckowes breſt, 
Was well contented thatitſhauldbe fo 
And with Dan Cuckow for this cauſe did go, 
Vnto the bower of blifle, for ſo ithight, 
Wherethen thoſe N ymphes to bedid moſt delight. 
It is a place, that thoughts cannor deuile 
A plot more like vnto a Paradiſe ; 
Shall I compare it to Cytheron ercene, 
On which the warre-god did compreſle loues queene, 
Or to Adons garden farrerenown'd, 
In which cternallſpring is euer found: 
O farremore pleaſant is this pleaſant place, 
T hen all the blisfull bowers beneath heauens face ! 
It ſeated is farre in a pleatant wood, - 
Where many a loftie Touiall tree hath ſtood, 
Not much vnlike, that wood by thornic groue 
Full ofthetreeerced vnto Ione, 
W hich ſeated is vpon the Northern Strand, 
Where Saxon Segberte ſacred tower doth ſtand, 
By which the Prince of A/6/ozs watrie deepes 

From the French Occan with ſwift currant ſweepes, 


Wafting each yeare by his Labrynthian ſtrand, i 
B - More 


But whatalasauailes the vading flower 
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More then a thouſand keele from forren land, | 
Who oft, when Boreas at thcir ſafetic raucs, 

And with proudblaſts doth cuffe the filuer waues, 
Donimblie terch Zazolrors vp and downe - 
Vpon the ware in {cornc of Boreas frowne : 

And iucha tamious wooed,s that, is tlits, 

In which doth ſtand the plcaſant bower of blifſe : 
Vato the which, when as Dan Cuckow came 
Knowing each way, that led throughout the ſame, 
With Philemel he tooke the ready Way, 

Which to the bower of blifſe direEtly Jay; 

Where in the way they both amazed ſtood 

To {ce the pleaſance of thar pleaſant wood, 

There many bliſſefull bowers they did behold ; 
Whoſe dwellers neither vext with heate nor cold 
Did thereenioy all things, thatmight delight 

The curious cic of any living wight : 

For plentic thereto laviſh in her gift 

Furniſhteach place in ſcorne of niggard thrift; 
There many Nymphes of more then heauenly hew 
Had thcirabode ; althoughalas butfew 
Amonegſtthem all did come of heauenly kind, 

So hardit is to gaine the gifts of mind : 

Yet ſtately portance, vnto them was giuen. 

And in proportion like the ſtates of heauen 
They bare themſ{clues : yet want both will and power 
Prom loues affault to ſhield faire beauties bower 
And move to beautific the goodly frames, 

Which God and nature gaue theſe poodly _—_ 
Gentriethcir cradles attheir birth did rock 

And drew theirlinage froman auncicntſtock :; 
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Of beauties bud in thoſe, that haue no power 
To guid theleaſt part of the weaker ſence 
Andlcarnethelefſon of pure continence ? 

Or what is birth to thoſe, that ſo they winne 

| Theſeeming ſweetnes of alluring ſinne © 

Baſtard their birth and all their ſtock depraue 

To gainethething, which appetitedoth craue: 
Beautie in ſuch, though much,is but diſgrace, 
And high borne birth,though kingly, yet but baſe. 
For faireis foule, where vyertue is vynknowne, 
And birth is baſe, where gifts of gracearenone. 
From hence Dan Cuckow with faire Philomel, 
(Acquainted with cach paſſage very well) 
Forward proceeded in this pleaſant wood 

Vntill they came vnto that place, where ſtood 
The bower of bliſſe it ſelfe, lo fairely decker, 

That neuer cye beheld fo faire aſpet: 

In th'outer portch fate many a flick-heard Squier 
Ofpleafing ſemblance, full of looſe deſire, 

Of feature fit to feaſt a Ladies eie; 

But manlie exerciſe ynfitto tric : 

Their cunning did conſiſt in {leights of loue, 
With which from loyaltie they oft did moue 
Ladies fraile hearis : for voto many a one 


They vow'd themi2lues; though faithful vnto none, 


Vnto the ſecrets of che vnchaſte ſhect 
They {worne were,an oath for ſuch ynmeet: 
For which their ſeruice oftentimes they ted 
On ranſackt ſweetnes of the nuptiall bed: 
Butler not ſuch diſconrſe defile my pen 
Withargument. ot ſch reprochfull men 
Letit ſuthice thar fucl:, asthey do bring 
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Pan Cuckow heereto welcome1in our ſpring, 
Mong'it theſe,there was a {quier of greateſt place 
And cheecteſt held in that great Ladies grace, 
Which dweltin this ſame bower : for many a night 
With her he ſtole a ſnatch of loues delight : 

For heewas luſtie, young, fit for her tooth, 

And her great wealth did well content his youth. 
Yet he was falſe,ditloyall ro his dame ; 

For in his common talke deuoid of ſhame 

He of his Ladies fauour was too francke, 

For which I con that louer little thanke; 

He was the vſher to this daintie dame 

And Yanitie men gaue him vnto name, 

To whom Dan Cuckow often louting low 

By his obſequious ſiznes his mind did ſhow 

And chaunted our to Philomels diſgrace 

His vnchaſte note, well knownein that ſame place: 
For this ſame Squier full well I wot did know 

Nan Cuckowes note and vntohim did go, 

_ Where ſecing little Caſta by him ſtand, 

Cauſc of their comming friendly did demaund : 
Dan Cuckow proud of ſuch an intertaine 

Did tell the tarre begun betwixt them twaine, 
Who ſhould be cheete of all the birds to fing 

As herbenger towelcome in the ſpring, 

And now to end the ſame, they both were come 
Agreed toſtand vntothe wood-Nymphes doome ; 
Wherefore they crau'd acceſſe vnto his dame, 
That with her Nymphes ſhe might decide the ſame : 
This gentle Squier ſoonegraunted their requeſts 
And kindlie did conduckr his new come gueſts 
Into an inward court, where they ſhould ſtay, 


The Cuckow, 


Till to his dametheir meſſage he did ſay, 

Where, while they ſtaid, with great delight they ſpent 
Thetime in viewing this faire continent, 

This bower of bliſſe, this paradiſe of pleaſure, 
Where lauiſh plentie did exceed all meaſure; _ 

The inner portch ſeem'dentranceto intice, 

It faſhion'd was with ſuch quaint rare device, 

The top with cannopie of greene was ſpred 
Thicken'd with leaues of thIuics wanton hed, 
About the which the Z2/eniune did twine _ 
His pricklingarmes the branches to combine, 


Bearing ſweete flowers of more then fragrant odour, 


Which ſtellified the roofe with paintedcolour; 
On either ſide the vine did broad dilate 
His (wollen veines with wreathings intricate, | 
Whoſe bunches to the ground did {eemetincline, 
As frecly offring of their luſcious wine : 
Through this ſame portch wentmany a worthy wight 
 Vnto the bower of blifſe, both day and night, 
Who at their entrance freſh and fluſh as May 
Did beare themſeluesadornd inrtich aray : 
But few return'd without the common curſe 
Of ftrangediſeaſe ofemprineſle in purſe, 
Who wantinggolden\ſhewers for Danaes lap, 
As diſcontented with their ſad miſhap - 
Walkt to and fro, forlarne in deepe diſdaine 
With willow braunch; forpriſe of all their paine. 
From this ſame portch, awalke dircly lay, 
Which tothe bower it {elfe did leade the way 
With fruit-trees thicke beſet on cither fide, 

Whoſe goodly fruit themſclues did ſeemeto hide 
Beneath the leaues, as lurking from the cics 
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Ofſtrangers greedie view, fearing ſurpriſe, 


Wholearched bowesand leauie twigs together 


With true loue knots intangled each in other, 
Seem'd painted walles,on which when Zephireblew 
They ſpread themſelues, diſcloſing vnto view 
The bloſlomes, buds, the birds and painted flics, 
That in their lcaucs lay hid from ſtrangers ics ; 
This walke of people neuer emptie was : 

For to the bower ot bli{ſe one could not paſſe, 
Butthat the way did ſwarme with ietting tacks, 


, Whobareypon their french diſcaſed backes, 


Whole manners, caſtles, townes and Lordſhips ſold 
Cutout in clippings and in ſhreds of gold : 

Their chambring fortitude they did deſcrie. 

By their ſoft maiden voice and flickering cie, 
Their womans manhood by their cloaths perfum'd, 
Coy lookes,curl'd lockes, and thin beards halfe cenſum'd, 
Whoſe nice,efteminate and baſe behaujour 
Was counted comely,neate and cleanly geſture , 
This pleaſant walke, when gentle Philomel 

And Cuckow her proud foc had viewed well 
Paſſing forth, oneloe there they did behold 
High lifted vp with loftie roofe of gold 

The bower of bliſſe, in whichthere didabide 
The Ladies ſelfe, that ſhould their cauſe decide, 
On which the heauens ſtill in a ſtedfalt tate 
Look't alway blithe, diverting froward fate, 
Not ſuffering ycie froſt,or {c-rching ſunne 

To vexth inhabitants, thatthere did wonne: 
For there eternall ſpring doth euer dwell, 

Nay they of other ſeaſon ought can i<!], 

They labour not with hands of induſtrie 
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To farrow vp the earthes ferrilitie, 
Bubbles of ſweate declinenot om theit brow, 
Neſtooping labour makes their backes to bow : 
Yet plentie ofall traits vpon their ground, 
Seedlcſle and artiefie eucry where is found : 

Vato this bower Dax Cuckow atid his mate 
Approaching nigh, loe ſtanding at the gate, 
Which frained was of pureſt Iuoric 

All painted ore with many a hiſtorie, . 

So ſweetly wrought, that artein them did ſceme 
To mocke atnature as ofno eſteeme, 

Eftſoones they heard a pleaſing harmonie 

Of muſikes moſt mclodious minſtralfte, . 

Where {weet voic'd birds,ſoft winds and waters fall, 
With voiceand Viollmadea recmentall, 

The birds vntothe voicedid ſweetly fing, 

The voice did {peake vnto the Viols ſtring, 

That to the wind did ſound now high now low, 
The wind to waters fall did gently blow; 

Thus birds,voice, Violl, winds and waters all 
 Didfing, did ſpeake, did ſound, did blow, did fall: 
As thus Dan Cuckow and his oppoi te, 

The Nightingale ſtood harkening with delight 
Vnrto this mulike, loe that Squire came 

Hight YVanitie with anfwere trom his dame, 


Thar'gainſtthe morne themſclues they ſhould prepare, 


Their cauſe in ample mannertodeclare ; 
For with her Nymphes in judgement ſhe would fi t, 
And which of them, they ſhould clteeme moſt fit, 
She wonld denounce ral cheefe in woods to ſing, 
As herbingervntothe toytull ſpring: 


This newes did glad them both ; ;for both did feed 
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Themſeclues with hope :although but.one could peed 
And both prepar'd cach other to excell 

In the next morne, to beare away the bell: 

The little 2hilomelwith curious care, 

Sitting alone her ditties did prepare, 

And many tunes, whoſe harmonie did paſſe 

All muſike elſe that erc inuented was; 

One while the meane part ſhee did ſweetly warble, 
Thetennor now, the Baſe and then thetrebble: 
Then all at once with many parts in one, 

Diuiding ſweetly in diviſion, 

Now ſome ſweete ſtraine to mind ſhedoth reſtore, 
Which all the winter ſhee had conn'd before, 

And with ſuch cunning deskants thereupon, 

Thar curious art nere doctrin'd any one 

With Lute, with Vio!,orwith voice in quicr, 
Thar toher matchlefſc muſike might aſpire : 

192 time Dan Cuckow, knowing that his voice 
Had no yaricte,no change, no choice : 

Bur through the weſand pipe of his harſh throate 
Cridonly Cuckow, that Pens note, 

That want with wits ſupplic he did amend, 
And/\madethar Squier, Yanitie his friend, 

Who did ſo worke for him, as it befell, 
That iudgement went againſt poore Philomel. 
The time came on, and th Opall coloured morne, 
Bright: cheekt Aurora leaning all forlorne 

Old T7 1thor i in his bed, did vpariſe 

Opening the gates of the orjentall sktes, 


| Throughwhichthe daies , tking came dauncing out 


With plorious golderlockes beſpread about 
His ſhoulders broad ; from whence ſuch luſter came, 


That 
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_ Thatall the world did ſeemea flame : 

For then A*roraes trumpe,the peaſants clocke, 

Daies herbinger, the bloody creſted cocke 

With flaggie wings had beate black night away, 

And ſung [weet tidings ofapproaching day, 

At which both birds vp ſtarting fromrheir reſt 
Quaintly to plead their cauſe, themſelues addreft, -. 
Which with her Nymphes, thatday in folemneftate 
The Ladie of this bower ſhould debare, 

Which flying tame vpon her wings did beare, 

Making it vulgar newes1n every care, 

And with herfiluer trumpe did Echoour 
Reportthereof, in all the woods about ; 

Which once being blowen abroad, all the wholequier 
Of fingers in the wood with great defire, 

(Toknow in this ſame ſtrife, who ſhould preuaile 

Dan Cuckow, or the little Nightingale) 

Came flocking through theaire,and asthey flew, 
Their diuers warbling notes abour they threw; 
Therecame the Larke, who ſtill as ſhe did flie 

With outſtretchr' wings afpird thecloud brow'dskie, 
There Progne came who did preſent for food 

In tragicke feaſt, her owne deare 17t# blood 

To bloodie Tere, in auengment tell 

Offiſter deare Pandions Philomel, 

Who now transform'd vnto the ſent-ſtrong Swallow, 
Shaftlike did flie through the ayres concaue hollow , 
With theſe there came the Thruſh, thatloucs the grape, 
Theſpeckled Spinck, thatliues by gewmmie ſappe, 

The Redbreſt ſweet, thatlovesthe lookes of men, 
Theluſtfull Sparrow andthelittle Wren, > 
The chartering Pie, the quick conceited Stare, £ 
boy C , 
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The golden FinchandLingorſingiograte:c -;!; [!;, 1 


Witin many more,whoſe.notes the aire did ff 
With true conſort,{weer worke of natures $kill, 
Whotothe hawwce of bile did take their way, 
To hcare the tarre decidedgthatfameday, -- 
Which the approachotſpringdid Jace excite |» 
Beiwixt/Dan Cuckawand bis oppolite : | - 
1hc place, 1 in which this matrcr ſhould bertride 
Was in agreene pailderound on every fide, 

Ton which was Pigat aſtatelycannopics 

For that great Ladicand hereompanie, 

Many a conrtly Nymph of great cltate, 

That ſhould thatday Dar Cuckowes cauſe debate z/ 
Who being pcarcht aloft inopenfight | - +! +; 
Vpon a leauclefſe brantnchy had well ydight/'+ 711 
And deckthis plumcs to make-a a pleaſant ſhow, 
When he ſhould pleade his canſc againſt his foe, 


Who on the other fideher {elte did placey'+ 411j iff 27 


8s #: & 


In hope Daz Cuckew toulcly todifprace, 
Not doubting hutnthoſe Nymphes for P hiebes lake | 
In this {o taſta caule, herpart would take : '- "= 
The time being come, loelike as when Toues bride, 


FECL 11D 327 


4 k © 
« Fs 


Heauens Juory fingered queenein pompe doth Mo: _—_ 


To heauens high court, abouethe Plants feaven -; 
Tofitin counſel! with the 20ds of heauen : 

Even iſo forth comes thar faire renowmed dame, 
Chicteſt of all the bawer of4»lifle, that came 

To tadgethecontrouerfiethatbe tell, | 

Betwixt t Dan Cuckow and faire|Philoreel, 

Shee was a Ladic 24udte in attire 

And to content th affect of her dtfire, _ | 
Thcarthes golden bowels often wounded were.,., -'- 


% 


D.- 


And 
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Andth'Indian ſlave with ſteele did oftenteare 

The hard rockes rubie ribs in hope to find | 

Treaſure to pleaſure her diſdaintull mind : 

Proudly ſhe pal d it with aprincely gate, 

AS een had been too-meancetorhereſtate, 

Looking toheauen with ker diſdainſulleies + 

For humble obie&t ſhe did ſt1i] dilpiſe +. 

Yet was her birth but meane, and her eſtceme 
Refpectiuely. compar d, but baſe did ſeeme, 

Loolely ſhe wasaray dh wanton weed 

Waich wandercts ceics did with inticement feed, : 

For ſhe was cla4in robe of titfue thinne, 

Through whichfo brim appeard her ſnowie Skin, 

That it did ſeemeto'thoſe, that did itſee, 

No whit obſcurd, butfarre more white tobee ; 
HerIuoric breſtsdideuer open lie 

To readicſpoile of gazers greedieeie, 

And both her lillie paps were bare to winne 

Herlouers melting heartto wantonfſinne; 

Her name the which was Meebafaſto hight | - 

Her double nature did expreflearight : + - 

With her there hither came a 2oodly crew 

Ot louely Nymphes of ſeeming Ange hue, 

Featur'd each wherein bodies. lincament, 

As itthey late hadJeft the firmament;- 

Oras if heayens diuinetriplicitic, 

Out of ſomefift vaknowne ſtmplicitiey, 1 21111 wr 
Forthcre com plexions hue had tram.d fome mixture, AT 
Paſiing the homelygiftof common Raturety;:! 1; {7 
Bvt pitic 'ewas, ſuch angel ſeeming creatures, 57 
With vicerous minds deform'd fach heavenly features: S1 


. Forthicy were walotsHulorinampiane a noche riaic! 
Ui | And 


h; G The Cuckow. 


Which, when thelirtle Co# did behold 


Andin their _— _ luſtfullfire, & $: 
With glauncin es, like furnmers cuen 

They Could allved theraſh beholders ſights, oj gh 
And Heliotropon-like with ſun-like $kill 

Could cauſe ſoft hearts to turne ynto their will, 
When they liſt ſpeake, their words like to alake 
Breaking through rocks ofrubie, ſeem'd to make 
Celcitiall muſtke yr their pleaſing ſound, | 
Amoneſtthe filuer pearles,that food around, 
With which they Syrez-like could often mouc 
Modeſt Hypolitzs to wanton loue, 

They all acoutcred were in ſundric taſhion, 
Seeming thave been all ofa {cuerall nation, 
Some inthe antique Roman Lords attire 

Did ſhape themſclues, as ſeeming toaſpire _ 
Some captaines place, oras if they had been 
Symiramm, that manlike monſter queenc, 

In Perſian looſe aray, ſome did delight, 
Orrather diſaray, ſolooſely dighr, | 

In the french doubletſomeagaine did ict 
wanting but ſlopsto make a man compleat, 
Some on their headsdid beare the fatall igne, 
Which of fooles future fortune did diuinc, 
Others againe Morisko caps did weare 
Maid-marrian-like with brooches in each care 
And Indian-like did paint inch thickein view; 
Though natures redand white were Angels hew. 
Thus with their faſhions ſtrange varietic, 
They did bewray their minds inormitie : 

For things externiall ſonghr with ſtrong affe@, 
Internall thoughts both good and bad detect, 


my __— 


Poore 
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Poore bird her fearcfull heartdid wax ſtonecold : 
But now too late ſhee did repent, that ſhee 

Had made them iudges of her cauſe to bee; 

For thither now, they werealreadie come 
According to their minds to giue their doome, 
Where heapes of peoplethrongingin the way 

Did eatlic waite for them by breake of day 

To know, what bird ſhould beare away the bell 
The baſtard Cuckow or faire Philomel: —_ 
The iudges being ſer, vp ſtraight did ſtand, 

The crier of the court who did command 

High, with ſhrill voice and greatauthoritie 

A generall f:lence through the companie ; _ 
Which done forth ſtept the little Caſta hight, 
Who being pearchtalottin open fight 
After obeylance to thoſe damſels made, 

That werc as judges ſet, thus boldly aid: 

(Faireſt of faire) who fromthei toyous prime. 

Of your greatbirth, vntill this very time, 

Haue trained been in this celeſtiall place, 
This bowecr of blifſe in vertucandingrace, 
| Forvertues ſake vouchſafe with ſilent pauſe 
To heare poore Philomela plead her caulc. 
What once I haue been,now I need nor tell, 
Nor whatI am, I know, yeeknow it well : | 
Yeeknow, thatohice,when in great Athens towne 
My Sire | good king P.amdion wore the crowne, 
A Ladie then I was, as now yee bee. 
And daughtertoa king, till wois mee, | 
The T hracian king, whoſe luſt-burnt thoughts did flame 
And burne in fouledeſire, did worke my ſhame : 

In T nach woods (O cuerbe forgot 
GY = The 
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The lacei in which mine honor he did blot) 91G 3100 
InT hractan woods (1 lay) the tyrant wy DIWOH 3 
Vnto his will did force poore Prem, 5 SPE; 
Andlceſt his wicked ate I ſhoald docrie'! 

The cruell edged iteele he did apphe 

Vnto my tongue, and with moſt bitrer (raart 

Did rob me ot the Echo-ofeyyheart: * * | 

All this and morethenthis/yeeall doknow 

So common 15 poore Philonielss WOCe, 

Yee know likewiſe howin auengement fell. 


My furious ſiſter , Proguedid compell gh So 


The luſtfu!l Terenas in atarall toaſt /| 
To ſwallow downe i into his luſt-burnt breſt. 
His owne deate {onne, his /r, that {weet youth, 


"Whole dcath breeds'in my heart eternall ruth : 7'# 


For which when asthetyrant'did decree 
With wrathfull {word to wreake reuenge on me 


| Heaven pittic tookeand gaue tome this ſhape, "FP 
By eng i his fell inreenr'l did eſcape,” WOQTO © 
Rad asan exile tromall mensabode 1 6 0m 
I ſince haucliucdiinthedefertrwood, dt 
Where fitting once on humble thornealone 


And in my wofullditties making mone © 1 


For my old Sire, P.AOmtex;thatgood King, To-T&d V7 


Whoſe timelcfſe death my ſad miſchance did bring, 
Loe, Thatgrear Huntrefſe of renowned fame, | 
The Ladic Phabe following the g3me, 

In the wild wood hathſilenetoodin pittie - 

To heare the fad tunvgof my dblefull larie;: b by 
And bring maptbwith deeperemorſe of mind - by 5 


That fates had eewfoervelFandvokind!: ied b 
+ MC Poore woody l:edid vouchlafe ro ſhow: Gl 
om- 
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Compaſſion towards mein my bitrer woe. / 
While in theſe woodsand forreſtsthe did vic, 
Mong(\t all the quiez for cbiefe,the did me chuſe. 
To be her bird,and while ſhce was my dame 
Not Philomel, but Caſta was my naine, 

And, for I was the daughterota King, , 

Shce made me cheefe of all the quicr to f ing, 
And in her woods ordained me theſhade .__ 
To ſhroude my lelte fram Terews bloodic blade : 

But loealas, what timehath brought 10 pale, |. 

Loc heerea tyrant, woilethen Tera Was, 

Loe heere Dan Cuckow my ſterne enemic 

Claiming my 1ight with proud authoritie, 

Who this ſame blifſefull place as. death did ſhun, 

When as my damcintheſcſame woods did wonne.. 

(O) how it irkes me,that abird ſo baſe 

Pandions plinccly daughter ſhould SETAE, 

Who by condition of his qualitie , ,, 

Vnto the world di{cries his b aſtardie 2. = 

| ft notinough, thatgonce I being a dame! 

Y borne 0! {auncizntKingsof wor rthiefame, 

Now hue a bird loathing mans COmpanie ny 
In deſert woodsfor.loue 10 chaſtiric, , | ied, of 
And inthe«choing mountaines Ioudly. ſing. 
Phebes chaſte ſong, when as.the Juſtie {pri 

Stirres vp young bloods, that with my ws = 0h 
I may recallthem from their wanton Walcs?7, |. 
But muſt a bird thebaſcſt ofthe CBE: {Lac nbies oyirc5;] 
Inall the wp9«'sſtand.yp to vel my due, y 
Vnto his lot, which Phebe did ordaine , 

Should vnto me tor cuermore remaine 2 


Nai it yeteuoughalas, that of 
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From Rarely palaces of kings do flie, y 
Still dreading Terews lothlome luxurie Vo 
Toliuein woods farre from all companies © 
[ But muſt another Tere ſeeke Vexpell 
| [ From woods likewiſethe forlotte «9104 park 
|I8 Alas it ſo, where ſhall Thide my head, 
Where ſhall I ſhunth incuitable dread 
Of bloodic Tere hotluſt-ſparkling face, 
It norin woods,nor houſeT ſhall haue place: 4 
| To you theretofe (faire Nymphies) to youriuſt dome! 
"io That as the vmpiers of my cauſe are come' 
Wl I do appeale, not doubting butthe loue 
jy | Youbeareto Phebes name your hearts will moue 
= In this ſo juſt a cauſe to pittie mee, 
"WE That was as deareto her as deare might bee; 
Which if yee do, your fame ſhall neuerdic 
| AndCaſtas (elfe ſhall fing your praiſe on hie. 
"This ſaid, thee breathed trom her breſt fo cleare 
The ſweeteſt layes, that eare did euer heare, 
To which all other birds abourthe place 
Did tune their divers notes todo hergrace, 
Asin +, qotai of her worth to fin 
As chicte in woods to welcome in the ſpring, ' * 
Whichdid ſo daunt Dar Cuckowes daring pride, 
That ofc he thought his ſhamefull head to hide : 
Butknowing well that he had friends in place 
That of thoſe partial Nym hes had him grace, 
Feare ſer af been his beyſhitee! dep r 1 
Vnto thoſe Nymphesthele words heboldly TO (11 
(Yee glorious offpring of greathonors bed, 
Vertues faire i:mpes; mirrors of womanhed, £12: 
Bright Angel-like ſweet Nymphes, rhofebeaitics blaze 
Adornes 
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Adornes the world like Tytans golded rayes) 
Vouchſate with gentle patience for a ſpace 
Your gratious ſilence, while I pleade my caſe. 
The iarre begun betwixtmy foe and me, 
The ſubiect of my purpſ diſpecch ſhould be; 
But firſt both words and wit, I muſt applie 

To make an aniwere to mine enemic. 

Though of my birth no boaſterI will be 
Secing in this cauſe it noughr auaileth me; 
Yer, that I may, tharſcandaliſmerefute, 
Which my talle foe doth vnto meimpure, 
Know that 7ozes bird, the Eagleprince of ayre 
Did foſter me be1ng young with tender care, 
In whoſe proud ncaſt ybuilr, in Jowzal/tree 

My dame by ſecret ſtelth conucied me. 

In that ſame clime,where AE#as ſits in pride 
Bencaththe tropick of hot ſommers guide, 
The crabbed Cancer, where in earthes coole cels, 
The hot ſun painted people cucr dwels, 


; Notfar from whence great Nz/#s euermore 


With fruitfull waues doth waſh rth'Egyprian ſhore, 
There was I bred, and there my fame firſt grew, 
Which thence long ſince about the wide world flew. 
For South from thence the land of Cypress lies, 
Whereas the people vſe to facrifice 


Toloues faire Queene, of whom T wonnegreat grace, 


When ſhe was wroth with people of that place: 
For once being fore offended with them all _ 
And mufing with het ſelfe, what plague ſhould fall 
 Vpon their heads, ſhe chaunc'd ro caſt kereie 
Vponan horne, which the did fooneappliec 
Vntotheir browes, whereby they ſtraight forſvoke 


Ther 
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Their former ſhape, and O xc-like was theirlooke * 
But they blind buzzards could not ſee the ſame, 
Whereby the leſſer was their gricfe and ſharne, 

Till ore their goodly heads, I wau'd my wing 

And cuckow 1n their cares aloud did (ing, 

Which when they heard, like raging Buls they bore 
Their loftic heads, and with loud bellowing rore 
Did ſhow their jealous thoughts : for which men ſay 
They called are Ceraftes to this day: 

And for this fat of mine the Cyprian dame, 

The Queene of loue did giue to me for name 

The ſong, which I didf{ing anddid decree, 

That I thence forth her only bird ſhould be , 

She hore meto that garden of great fame, 

Which yet of her Adonw bearcs the name, 

Where ſhe herſelte did teach me how to ling, 

Her {weet delights vnto the youthfull ſpring ; 


 Anddid appoint,that theyeares yourhly prime 


Should be the ſeaſon of my ſinging time : 

For well ſhe knew,that ſeaſon did belong 
Vnto the nature of my pleaſant ſong ; 

As for my foe, although her ayes be {weet : 
Yetbe they ſad patheticall vamecet 

To be recorded, when the luſtic ſpring 
Tidings of pleaſure to the world doth bring, 
More fit with little Redbreſt ona thorne 
Tobearea parr, and helpe her for to mourne 
For loſſe of ſommer, when cold winters breath 
To all our pleaſures threatens hatcfull death : 
Then (gentle dames, great Ladies of delight) 
Who in this bower of blifſe both day and night 
haue yourabodc, where winter ncucr lowres.. 


Ne 
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Ne on your heads powres downe his ſtormicſhewers; 
Letitbeſeene that ye haue need of none 
Theſomnmer paſtin winter to bemone : 

So ſhall Da» Cuckow ſing your laſting praiſe 
Before loues Queene in his delightfull laies, 

This ſaid, he chaunted out his Cuckows ſong, 
Which laughter bred amongſtthe thickeſt throng, 
Nor any prettie bird aboutthe place 

Wouldin theirſong vouchſafe todo him grace. 
Bnt {ze the chaunce the Nymphes being ina pauſe 
And in conſult how to decidethis cauſe, 

And cach one being huſhtwith greediccare 

To heare that ſentence, which they leaſt did fearc, 
Ofall the Nymphes vp ſtood the chicfteſt dame 
And thus this vniuſtſentence did proclaime: 

(O all yee ſingers ofthe woods {weetquier) 

Heare now the doome,which ye did long defire, 
And (ye) twixt whom the iarre begun burlate, 

As yet hangs in ſuſpence without debate, 

Know that cach others cauſe doth now abide 
 Tnequall ballance, which we thus decide. 

Secing to the nature of each others ſong, 

Two parts of all the yearc ſeeme to belong, 

Thar part in equall doome we will ordaine, 

Which is moſt meet for eithcrof you twaine; 

Firſt touching Philomel, ſeeing thather dittic 

Is alwaies paſſionateand mouing pittie, 
Sceing with her, when ſheſings in wotull wiſe 
The echoing mountaines ſeemetoſympathize, 
And rockes do weepc, andtrees do ſceme to grone, 
When in lamenting layes ſhe liſt romone | 


In that ſad time, when Boreas winged ſcouts = 
: 2 - Locks 
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Locks vp the fruitfull Tera water ſpouts, 
And with congealing puftes do cryitalize 
The cloud-like wanes of Neptunes liquid Skies ; 
Let Philomelin her pathetike ſtraine 
For ſoramers loſle in leauelefle woods complaine, 
Leſt, when her doletull dittics ſhe doth ſing 
She dodiſturbe the pleaſance of our ſpring : 
But for Pan Cuckow ſeeing he neuer (ings,. - 
But when {ſweet Zephirus on gentle wings, 
Breathing good morrowesto the faire Aurora, 
Begins each day to kiſſe his wanton Flora, 
We thinke it mecte, that he be chiefe to ſing, 
Where ere he,mects the Ladie of the ſpring. | 
And ſecing, when earth hath loſt her fowring May 
He cannot (ing for greete of her decay, 
Herelet him ſtay, where he may euerlſing 
Seeing heere with vs we haue cternall ſpring. 
This is our doome and thus we do dcbare 
The cauſe betwixt Pay Cuckow and his mate. 
Thus hauing ſaid, ſhe ceaft,and thereupon 
Such murmur, as wehearein woods, thargrone, 1 
When winds rouz.d vp through hollow. grounds do break; | 
Such noiſe was heard mongſtthoſe, that heard her ſpeake ; 
And all the quicr of birds about theplace 
Did droqgpe and hang the head, for ſuch diſgrace 
To wronged Phitomel, andforherſakez nh 
A mournecfull melodie did feemeto make : 416% 1; 2] 
But what alas auailes theirdiſcontent, '| -/ .. | 
Thoſe partiall iudges roſe, and withthem went 
Dan Cuckow finging his triumphantſong, - 
While Philomelbewailes herhelpelefie wrong, 4 (/ 
Who being|vninſtly robbed of her tight niAzds al 
| nd 
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And fromthe bower of bliſſe exiled quite, 

Calling to mind; how that ſhe once had been * 

The happie daughter ota King and Queene, 

Andlince that ſhe in ſhape ot bird did liue, 

What honor Phebes fclfe to her did glue, 

Now from all future hope being quirecaſt downe, 

Orecome with priete, ſhe fell in 1 uddainetwounc, 

And groucling inthe duſt on herſad breſt, 

With deadly ſorrowe being ſore oppreſt, 
ders bird he hung the wing and gaſp'd for wn 

ceming to yeeld vntothe panges of death; 

Towhom her ſiſter Progne (tanding by 

With ſpecd to her recouery did flic, 

And houering oucr her, made pitious plain!” 

For toreuiuec her, that began to faint, 

Dead was her heart, toſce her ſiſter lie” 

In ſuchatraunce and often with'tro die, 

Shee ſtrock't her temples with herpretic beake” 

Andrayling vp herlimbes,that were ſoxweake, 

With gentletouch did feele each render part, 

And ſtrouc to ſtrengthetvher nowdyingheart: 

Vnto her aide the gentle Redbreſtcame, 

The Wren,andfruitfull Tirmouſe,thatſterne dame. 

Who did applic their helpeatneed ſowell, 

That now theflitting lifeof Philomet 


Halfe-eonquer'd with cold death, did make retreare | 


Vnto the heart, the houfe of: natine heate'; 

Whid,when her ſiſter Proguedideſpie” / 

Theſe words of comnfortſheedid ſooneapplic p 

(Ay me) quottthe, deare {ſer} thowrhat art” 

Now dah the imlige of vnpatient ſmare, 

Veby d doſt thounotmtthieſe adpolona ſhe: 
D 3 
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'Thy ſoule with grietc oppreſt ſhould lecke to die. | 


Thy wonted patience in afflicting woe, | 
And to our counſell lend thy liſtening eare, - 
The which may teach thee patiently to beare 
This rufull ſorrow, which doth ſtop thy breath 
And ſeckes to haſten thy vntimely death ; 
Speake (odcarc lifter) {peake,and tell 'vs wh 


She hauing ſaid, the-wotull Philomel, 
Whole ſad foulc all this while in traunce did dwell, 


' Didlitt yp th'heauic windowes ot her cies 


And {pake theſ{crufull words in wofull wile. 
Tempeſtuous chaunce her vtmoſt ſpite hath ſpent, 
And at me wretch her vtmoſt dart hath ſent, 

Nor any plague is left, thatſhe cantell, 

With which roppreſlethe forlorne Philomel. 

For fincethe time,thatI, as well you know 


Was, (woe alas thatrnow-lamnotſo) 


Pandions daughter in my virgins ſtate, 

I have endurd ſterne tortuncs vtmoſt hate; 

Canl forget my Thracianſlaueric 

Beneath falſe Tere luſtfull villanie, 

Orceaſeto thinke vpon my virgins rape, 

With loſfe of rongue and Ladies louely ſhape? 
Yea can Tliue and leaueto haue in mind 
Fortunes laſt wrong, notleaſt, but moſt vnkind, - 
Thoſe Nymphes late doome, I meane, by whoſe decree 

A forlorne outcaſt I ſhall euerbee?, "= 
For from Dar Cuckowes ſong my ſhame doth ſpring | 
And where alas, willnot Da»Cuckow ing 2 +.) ev 
Sith then, to me poare wretch by crucll fate/- $a bf 
Navghtelſe is leftof formerprincely (tate $- | +. | - 
But ſhame andywge, why do Ilongerieed/ 1 7 


T he Cuckow. 
Onloathed light,which wo afreſh will breed? 
This ſaid, ſhe ſuncke againe in deadly {wound ; © 
But Prozne quickly raif d her vp from ground, 
Thricedid ſhe ſinckeas dead, and thrice apaine 
Did Progne raiſe her 'p with buſte paine; 
Atlaſt, when life hcretled place did take 
To comfort her, the little Wren thus ſpake : 
Now certes madame Phylome!, quoth ſhee, 
You haue great caule of plaintweall do fee, 
The which I weene would pierce the ſtouteſt heart- 
And launch the boldeſt breſt with bleeding ſmart, 
Yet comfort to you take, and do-notyou wrt 
Let paſſons rage robreaſon of herduez/ 
Thinke with your ſclfe, as now too true itis, | 
That in this pleaſant place, this bower ot bliſſe, * 


25: 


Since that Dan.Cuckow findeth entertaine,'/ | + | (+7 


For vs no certaine {afetie doth remaines:: - 


For well we ſec the Nymphes of thisſameplace i5 = | 


Haue giuen oucr that ſame wonted chaſe; 
Of harmefull beaſts, which Phebe did delite 


Following ſtrange game with greedie appetites: |" 


Yea tis reported many Satyrsrude- 
Into their company themſelues intrude, 
By whoſe inticement you they did forſake + 
In their falſe dome Dun Cuckowes partto take 2: 
Then do not greeucat this their yhiuſtdoome, 
Nethinke yaur ſelfe diſgrac'd as ouercome 
Before ſuch dames; forgraceitſeemesto me. 
To be diſgrac'd ofthaſc; that graceleſſcbe : 
But ſwage your grieftinthis{orucfull caſe, . 
And go with vs vntdour dwelling place, 
Where though aloge in deſert place itbe ; 
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ON 


Yetthere from feare of foes you ſhall be fee; 
For as dame Titmouſe and Redbreſt can tel} 
Dan Cuckow (eldome ings, where we do'd well, 
True, (neighbour Wren) the Redbreſtdid relic, 
Weliucin ſafetie, though in penurie ;'/ |: 
Andif dame Philomel with vs willgo, 


Such kindnefle as pooreRobbins bower can ſhow 


| Sheſhall command; andthoughinthatſame canep of 


None of the courtly birds haue theirabode ; 

Yet theredormany gentlefingers/dwell, | 
That will br lowing vat6-Philonret,- oblodeds > 
Yea; quoth the Tirmoufeyneither ſhalbſhe thore © | 
Of proud Dan C uckowesthteatnings'ſſtand in teare. F 
For all birds there hisbaſtard norte abhors = 
And cucrmoredb'makehim deadly: wats, 

Twice {ixe ſtout ſonnes, atthis flamevery houre 

I haue now liuing inmylittlebower,'- * 

All which ſhallſervethe wronged Philomel' - 

Againſt Dan Cuckow, if with vs ſhe dwell : 

Thus didthelebirds with gentle ſpeech ay. 

Sad Philomelaesgreete rodfigeawayy 2 
Butlong it was, cre forrowwould depart,” 0091 211 

It wasſo deepely ſerled inher heart: , | 

Yet ntlldlenoth the Swallow," Progme hiphr N1 SON 7 
Did fo perſwade heryrharthe tookeher flight io 
With lirtle Tirmonſe,Robbinaridetie Wren” © '- "4 mY ll 
To deſert woods farrefromth'abodesofmen's 5 
But Prognes {elfe returbedbibkeagning 2oms 20 110! 
To Trinobant, wheredheldonts{ti rerhaines | MTQNG 2d 61 
Thus from the bowedbfblifle wed iPhihomet, 1117 hh) 11 
Exil'd for aye in ſoxrainla woodsth dwells ws ove ny nA 


E 
FOR 


While there D.47 Cuckowa tele band did ingot Do; 


The Cuckow, 


Totellthe pleaſures of the yourhtul! ſpring : 
The manſ1on houſe,in which poore Phulomel,. 
Did with her new companions daily dwell, 
Was ina rocke, whoſe head it (elfe did ſhroud 
In miſtic cloakeof many a wandring cloud, 
And whoſe thicke moſlie ſides and hollow wombe 
To many abird did yeeld much building roome, 
It ſeated was downc ina valley low, 
Where many a ſiluergliding ircame did flow, 
Andleauic woods in arbor wiſe did ſtand, 
As made 44 art,and not Dy natures hand. 
From right ide of thisrocke thereifſucd our 
A cryſt all ſpring which lowed round about 
Thebottore of the rock, whoſe vpper brim 
Thick ſet with hearbes and lowers/{melt ſweetand trim : 
Inthhollow of this rock the humming ſwarmes 
Ofhonie flies, whole bodies nature armes 
With biting tings did bearea murmuring baſe 
vnto the ſpring, that trickling downe apace | 
From of the rock did meancly ſeemeto watbble © +/ 
Amongſtthe pibble ſtones vntotherrebble,' 11 (7) 
Which many prettie birds did feemetofing, MA 
Houeringabout the rocke with painted wing : 
This was the place of Philomels abode 
With her compantons1nthe deſert wood, 
Whereall the time ofthoſclong laſting houres, 
When as the heauenly crab with his cightoates 
Dothin the ſtarrie Zoatackfoftly row, 
Felicitic did in abundance flow, 
Whereby faire Philomel did find nomiſſe 
Ot wontcd pleaſure inthe bower of bliſle : 


For there where curtousarther helpe denide, 
E There 


IE Cre nin enter, 
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30 The Cuckow. 


There natures felfe, that want with ſtore ſupplide: 
If Borets didat any time offend her 

The hollow rock a remedie did lend her : 

If Phebus hurt her with his fierierayes, 

She found redrefle beneath the leauic ſpraics, 
To whoſe coole ſhades ſhe ſafely might retreate, 
When earth did crack beneath heanens burning heate : 
It ſhedid hunger after wonted baite, - 
The goodly ttuit of every tree did waite 

Vpon her will : yeaimuch varictie 

Of painted flies for her ſatictie - 

Athand in this her dwelling place ſhe found, 


So fruitfull was this pleaſant plot of ground : 


It ſhe didthirſt, or heate did herannoy, 

Whar pleaſure did ſhe take, what gladſome ioy 

Vnto the filuergliding {treame to flic, 

That rowled through the bordering wood faſt by : 

For when ſhe Rooping ſteep'd hertender beake 

Into the wauc, it oft'would ſeeroe to breake, 

And feeling her {oft boſyme pant and beare 

Would bid hervathand quench her boiling heare ; 
Mcane time flowers:feemd to laugh and buds to ſpring, 
Trees {eem'd to bloome and bloſſomes forth to bring, 


And winds to coole the {corching of the ſun, 


While by thebrinkethe currant ſmooth did run, | 
Which oft did pleaſe this prettic bird ſo well, 
That in that place ſheſtill defir'd to dwell. 

Bur long alas, this pleaſure did not laſt ; 


For long it was not, ere the earth defac'd 


By winters ſad approch was forc'd ro leane 
That pompe, which from theſpring ſhe did receaue; 
For what thing ist lubelementaric, | 


The Cuckow. 


That tilt continuesand doth neuer varie * 


What thing retaines one formethateuerliues 

And place vnto another neuergiues ? 

Alas, noughtpermanentwith vs doth ſtay : 

For end and of{pring haueſucceſſiue {way : 

Eternall ttme, that auncientenemiec 

To vading natures prodigalitite _ 

Remorſeleſſe of all things with Sithe cuts downe 

The growing glorie of this carthes renowne ; 

And as he flies with{wift wings toand fro 

By his decree, all things do come and eo. 

And ſo atlength, where Philomel did dwell 

Sad winter came, and ſommer bad farewell. _ 

With cold th'ayres lower region gan toſhiuer 

Anddaily tothe earth did downe deliuer 

The fleece-like yuoric flakes of heauenly ſnow, 

Which from the neighbour region faſt did flow: 

For then from heauens point perpendicular 

Hyperion in his ſph-are otbicular 

Running his wonted race with oblique courſe, 

 Hisrepercnflc beames beat with leſler force 

 Vpon his burt, the ball of earth, whereby 

A weake reflection, toour airedid flie : 

Then did the fruitfull carth beginto faint, 

| When liar warme wonted comfort it did want, 
Which from the gentle breathing aire ſhould come, 

To cheriſh vp the fruitof her bigge wombe, 

Whoſe ſorrowes wrathfull winterto augment 

Did muſter vv his forces with intent 

To fpoile her daughter ſweer Pomonaes loues 

With her Autu7mzs in the ſhadie groucs, 

Whom:to withſtand bold Asſter,that braue Knight 


> 


E 2 Ioynd 


Ioynd torces with Anni forthe fight, 
W-77 And oftcntimes braud Boreas inthiefield - 
1113.48 Pomonaes fruits from his proud blaſtsto ſhield : 
ll = But raging Hyems to inforce the watre 7Þ17 
480 2-4. + his bold L. egions did reuoke from farre, ., 
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it ___ Whichinthree -batrailes he didthus diuide 
1 3 Toquell ſtout Anſter and Autummnus pride, 
Wi} | Thehidious ſtormes, thatbcate downe brazen wals 
'Y | And ber tempeſts that make tennis bals 

Of mightie mountaines in the vauntgard went 
To giue the/ onſct with bold hardimenr, 
| Whio'e ſtu borne rankes with hailcſhot did abound 
FB  , Anddriftsqt ſnowthcir foc-mento confound, 
"8: | Whom luſtic Boreas full of daunting dread 

.= 3; Did vnto boiſterous batraile boldly lead : 

$ The middle ward, great Hyerzs ſelfedid onde, 

M- Who to the field like orear god Mars did ide: 
[ | 1  Forona winged cloud he late on high 
F; Decktin trange armour dreadfulltothecic, 

\'F | Vponhis breaſt a curace hedid beare 
'F Of ycie mettall made, which far more cleare 

'F Then cryſtall hone : for like thecryſtall Skie 
= Itcould ſubdue the gazers grecdic cie, . 
T Thereby his blade did hang i in ſnow-white ſheath, | 
= With which he v{ d rimploy worksof cold death | 
Monet thoſe, that needie were,and could not arme 
7 themlclues to ſhuntheſtrokeof his ſtrong arme, 
£8 His ycic Helmet powdered with white! now 3 
Tj _ _ Greatterror and bright glory both did ſhow, / | 
* if Andin the (tcade of plurneſtood thereupon 
- ii A bunch of yſacles by nature growen ; 
FY -  _ Whichwithpureſnowbeing prin ckled tinted frjexe 
kv Did 


The Cuckow, 


Did ſeeme toddunceandleape for iollitie : 

His ſhield, which at his back parts he did (ctricy, 

Was neatly framd-ot Diamondhkemettel,. 

Hewen out of ycic rocks in Scythian land 

By nature wroughr,and not by Artiſts hand, 

On which for: idoc did Rand inratpping pride 
Cold Capricorne che {hiuciung winters guides. 

In ſuch Iikearmes was wrathfull Hyems clad, 
Wholclookesa terror to his armes did adde: | 

His browes contract aboue his:gtoomie cies, 

On which the hoaric hearcs did briftled iife, 
And lone-like looke with orim (tffe buggle beard 
Made his owne powers, that marchtby him ,afteard. . 
To guard his perfon round about him ſtood 
Wholchoaſtes of miſts and many aroaring foud: 
And thusto field the ſecond bartell went 

Vnder conductof Hyems regiment. 

The third Batta#on to the ficld did goe. 

Beneath great Enrmsſtandard gainſtthefoe, 

Who being Lord of th Eaſterne parts,that lic, 
Where orcat Apollo fiſt doth mount the skic: - 
Many bold bands of ſouldiers brought from farre ; 
To ſcruethe mightie Hyems in this warre; 

In ſeruice with him forlighthorſemen came, 
Thoſelight fwift winged winds, that beare the name . 
Of Bozeas and of Ewrus both ; for whom. | 
To ſerue in theſe ſame warres the y all were come, 
With theſe th'humerous yaporsioyn'dtheir powers 
The gloomie fogs,and duskie drizeling ſhowers, _ 
Whole troopes of drowzic miſtes, of deweand froſt, 
Who of themſchues could makea mighric hoaſt. 
And thus did Hyems his whole powers diuide, | 


E 3| Whick . 
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Which winged were with clouds on either{ide, 
Of whoſe approch when Autumne firſt did heare, 


His heart ſtroke dead, beganto faint for feare : 
Yetcalling mightie Aniterto hisaide 


Andygentle Zephirms, his part he made, 

As able as he could, and boldly went 

To fruſtrate winter of his proud intent ; 

' Vnto his aide the King of torreſts all 

Came backt with his conſotts, vchom ſome do call 
The tree of 7one, with whom there came from farre 
Fields, forreſts, woods, and groucs vnto this warre : 


Thus did both parts prepare with all their might 
Tomeete each other inth'appointed fight. 


Thetime being come,before the fight began 
Downe from the hillesthetorrents {wiftly ran, 
As ſcouts trym Hyems campe to take {urucy 

Of Antumne oſt, that inthe valleyes lay, 

Which all the birds about both neercand farre 
Tookeas a warning of tlyapproching warre, 

And forthemſelues prouidedall in haſt 

Vntill the danger of the warre were paſt: 

Mongit whom the little Redhrcſt with great care. 
Of Philomel her friend did make repaire 
Vato the rock, where ſhe and Phrlome!l 
This dangerous time might both in ſafetic dwell : 
Then came proud Hyems forward tothe fight 
Downe from the ayrie mountaincsthat are pight 
In tharticke fide, whereas the Dragons rraine 
Diuides the wrathtall beares by Charles is waine : 
The batrtels ioyn'd, and both the hoſts did meet, 
Where luſtie Auſter cuffe for cuffe did greet 
Them gh uc Boreas wi whoſe vezie breath 
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be Cuckow, 

Did powder-like blaſt other foes to death : 

Then came the ſtormes and tempeſts ro the fight 

In blacke, ftreſh,gloomie horror all bedight, 

 Withſmouldering fume, thick driftes of drizelingraine, 
 Commixt with haileſhor, tull of deadly bane, 

Who at the firſt their foes did ſoone confound, 

Rending vp woods and forreſts fromthe ground, . 

Whole lcauic heads diſperſt abour did flie, 

Toſt to and fro, like feathers.in the skie + 

Thento the reskew with the weſterne King 

Milde Zephirus, came Autumne, who did bring = 
Many ſwift winged winds, who with great might: 

At firſt incounterdid renue the fight : 

For many iuſtling clouds, that came in courſe 

With bold intent to beare their violent force 

Being hem'd in round about, could not abide, . 

But deadly wounded were on eueryfide, 

Who fearing in their cloudie ſhapes to dic. 

In humerous thin drops away did flie; _ 

But now togaine the glorie of the day, 

Loe, Furs came, who at his firſt aſſay 

By violent force did end the doubrfull fight 

And turn'd hls foes into inglorious flight. 

Meane time, great CAutuwnetooke his loue afide;. 

His faire Pomeras (clfe, whom he did bide 

In wooden walles of forreſts, woods and groues,. 

From mightic Hyems fa}ſe inueigling loues,, 

While he with Zephirus and: Auſter flew 

To Tytans Weſterne houſe, there torenew 0 I> 

Their powers 'g2inſt Aries ſhould the yeare recalt 

To free Pomona from great Hyems thrall : 
Meanetime great winter in ulumphant wiſe 
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Ouer his captiue foes did tyrannize, 
Theſiluerbrookes that ſweetly wound about 
The pleaſaat bankes with wreathingsinand our, 
With Adamantine-like ſtrong ycic bands, 
He faſt did bind within the hollow lands : 
The Cryſta!l ſprings,that from the mountaines ſide + | 
With pleaſing ſound toground did gently glide | 
And brackiſh ſtreames, that guſhed tromtherock | 
With ſtrong congealed froſt he vp did lock ; 
The flowring ftelds, woods, hilles and mountaines greene 
And valleyes, that before tolaugh were ſeene, D 
In ixcad of freſh greene colour, now were clad 
In hoaric huc,that made them looke full ſad : 
Yea cucry thing, for want of heate halte dead 
In winters wraldome, drooptandhungthehead : 
Yetall this time of winters wrathfull reigne, 
When all things did in deepe diftrefle complaine, 
Dan Cuckow in the bowerof bliſfe did ſing - 
His ioytull note, where dwels eternallſpring : 
Where, whyle that he did lige both day and night 
- Drenchr jn the daintie dregs of deepedelight, 
With little R cdbreſt foriorne Philomel no? * 
In hollow rock inconſolatedid dwell, 
Where the, poore bird in many a dolefull ſtraine 
The Nymphes late vniuitdoome did much complaine, 
Which was the cauſe of all her miferie, © 
Thatliu'd beforcin chictefelicitie. 
The ſtate, which fortune erſtro her did giue 
Compard to this, in whichſhenow didline, 
Did trebble ſorrow on her dying heart 
A frcſh reuiuing her forgotren ſmart, 
l(crie to thoſe moſt bitter is, 
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The Cuckow. 


That tafted once the ſweets of happie bliſſe, 
Which little Redbreſt did perceiueright well 
In her companion gentle Philomel : 
For once when Philomeland ſhe together 
In hollow rocke fate ſhrowded from the weather 
Still as the Redbreſt in ſweet notes did ſing 
A ſad complaint forablence of theſpring, 
So did poore Philomel her griete to ſhow 
In fad record recount her come woe : 
To whom the Redbreſt mou'd with mehing pitie 
To hearethe ſad runcs of her dolefull dittie, | 
Theſe words of comfort ipake : (fiſter) quoth ſhe, 
I ſee that winters blaſts diſpeaſant be, 
And in your thoughts renewes the memorie 
Ot your precedent lues felicitie, 
Whezeby I know, your ſorrow is the more, 
'Thathaplcſſe now liud happie heretofore : 
But now vnto my words your liſtening lend, 
By which perhaps your ſorrowes may hauec end : 
Each ycare, when winter cauſe ofall our woe, 
Vpon thclc woods with cold keene breath doth blow, 
From hence compc1d I viually do flie, 
To famous Tryrobantum, here faſt by, 
Whereas your ſiſter Progne builds her bowers, 
Safc from the threates of winters ſtormie ſhowers, 
For heaucn that heere lookes grim with gloomie face 
With milde aſpet beholds chat happie place, 
There, not as hcere th'inhabitants do know 
Cold winters rage,nor doth prond Boreas blow 
Soſharpe and keene : but in thewelkin faire 
The milder windes do tofle the gentle aire; 
There alſo many gentle Nymphes do dwell, 
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— That may compre with thoſe thatdoexcell,' 2-7 1 tl 
| Inbeautie bright; for eye did neuerſee 1 214 
More faire tant in great Trynobantum be, 
To whom TI do not doubr, it that we go, 
But they to Philomel will Gabe ſhow, 
Andthuugh thoſe Nymphes,that in thebower of blifle - 
Haue their abode, gainftthee haue done amille : 
Yetthey noduubt will pitie thy complaint 
And driue Dan Cuckow from great Trynebams; 
Andin our way, as we together flic 
Leſt we be deſittute of company, 
In this Qur torney with vs well I know 
Our neighbours Tirmoulſe and dame Wren wil go: 
Then be nor ſad, helpe neuer comes too late, 
Andtime perhax ps may turne your froward tare. 
This ſaid, ſad Philomelno an{were made | 
But making doubr of that, which Redbreſt aid, 3 
Sometimes ſhethought ir beſt tolivecontene ; 
In th'hollow rock al! danger to preuent: 7 Ol 
But when proud Boreas blaſts her heart did daunt, | 
She thought it beſt toflie to 7 rynobarr, | 
Thus diuers doubrs didin her thovghtsariſe, 1:0 
Nor what was bc{ſt todo could ſhe deuife, | ; 


Vnrill her neighbours Wren and Titmouſe came, 1 
Who with per{wafiue ſpeech her mind did frame f 
To Trynobant with them along to go, 'I 


Vnro the faire Nymphes there, her cauſe to ſhow; 
Torricitthey fon Catars ſake would chaſe 
Thevnchaſte Cuckow from their dwelling place : 
Thus by perſwafton of thoſe prettie birds, 

The gentle Philomelaſoone accords 

To go with them, thuugh,as it came to paſle, 
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The Cuckow, 29 
The ſequel! prou'd theirlabour truitleſſe was. 
For in their journey loe, as they did flee, 

Taking their couert flight from treeto tree, 

Nordaring to be {eene in open skie, 

About great T»ynobant they dideſpie 

The\witt-wing d {wallow making her ſtrong flight, 

Siſter to Ph/lomela, Prognehight : 

To whom right glad they rooke their ready way 
Each one recording her delightfome lay, _ 
Which did {oJoudlyecho in theayre, 

That Progne heard it, as they came from farre, 
Anddrawing nic toknow what itmightbe 
Staying her [wiftſ{trong flight loe, ſhe did ſee 
Herlſiſter Philome! with other birds, 

To whom with wondermentſhe ſpaketheſe words ; 
(O heauens) what chaunce is this, what ſeeT heere 
Pandions Philomel, my ſiſter deare* 

Alas, what ſad miſhap is now befell, | 
That you haue leftthe place where you did dwell, 
Great peril], which I wotyoulittle know, 

In comming hither, you do vndergoc. 

Siſter, (ſaid Phrlomel) nogreat miſchaunce 

Hath happened vnto me,nor ignorance 


Ofperill in the way hath made me bold : 
But forcd by ſtormie winters bittcr cold. 


My friends and I haueJately left our home 
And for reliefe to Trynobamtare come, 
Where you do liucin chicte felicitic, 

Free from the thrall of winters tyrannie. 
Alas, (good ſiſter) Progne did replic, 
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Outof blind i ignorance doth iillconclude;'/ 
That tmeanc eſtate is greateſt miſeric 
And high eſtceme the chiefe felicitic : 
For high or low, rich are not rich indeed, 
And greatſtates ſtill on diſcontent do Gnd, 
Whar dreadfull danger dogs him atthe heele, 
That proudly vaunts on top of Fortunes wheele? 
What daunting dread his Stealing ſteps attend, 
Whoſe climing thoughts do ayme at honors end * 4 
Who fearesto fall, but hethat fitson high, 
Or fecles th/infeRion ofan enuious cic? 
For enuy cucrmore her poiſon ſpits 
Atthoſe, that moſt in fortunes fauour ſits, 
The heauic care,that wounds the mind with woe 
Seldome forſakes the giddie feet thar g0C, 
Where treades the ſteps of high authoritie, 
So fleeting is this carthes felicitie : = 
For waucring chaunce about him {till doth flic, 
That proudly {cckes to build his hopes on high, 
Ot whicha preſident, I well may bee 
Vnto you/all, ſuch is my chaunceyouſce : 
For fateand nature hauing bothdecreed, = 
Thar lin loftic topsof towers ſhould breed, 

_ While you my happie ſiſter Phlomel 
Shouldin the woods and forrcſts ſafely dwell, 
Abour the bower of bliſſe once did notT, 
A long timelſafely build my bowers on high, 
Till by my foes, thcy all were ouerthrowne 
And young ones flaine, which Iſhall cuer mone : 
Fortioſe falle } ymphes which ſentence gaue gainſt thee 
On proud Dan Cuckowes fide, didallagree, 
Becaue bene: th the wiadowes of their towers 


My 


VE IT RE 


The Cuckow. 


My cuſtomewasto build my-ecret bowers, 
That for cuer ſhould be chaſed thence 
To ſecke my fortunes though for no offence : 
Forloeno crime gainſt methey could obieR, 
But that becauſe, they ſaid I did detect 
Their chamberiſports,and truth to ſay mine eye 
Such obſcene ſports did oft rimes there clpic, 
That very ſhame bids me forbeare to tel! 
Thenupriall band-breake play, that there befel] : 
Wherfore from thencelong {iace the y did me chaſe, 
Since when I liued haue in this ſame place, 
Whereas you lay, I build my lowly bowers 
Safc fromthe threares of winters ſtormie ſhowers : 
Yet in ſuch tcare of thofe,that vie to feed 
On beaurics {poile, about whoſe bowers I breed : 
That would my fatc had been toliuealone 
In forreſts wide,though winter made me mone.. 
She hauing ſaid, this anſwere Redbreſt made: 
Certes ( dame Propne) you haue wiſely ſaid, 
For better ris to ltue weall agree 
In meaneeſtate content, from danger free, 
Then in the blind worlds deem'dfelicitie- 
In trouble, care and minds perplexitic ; 
But we to Try20vant not only come, 
For that we gricue at winters blaſts at home : 
Bur ſeeing many abright cheek'd gentledame. 
| Dwels heerein'T »ynobant we hither came, 
That ſo thy ſiſter Philomel mighrtrie, 
Ifthey for loue to honor'd chaſtitie | 
Would driue Daz Cuckow from this place with ſhame 
And raiſe againe fad Caftaes dying name. . | 
To this thus Proenedid returne replie. 
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Alas (good apt) ty thy fraileſhalloweie - 
Nought but th'externall ſpecies doth behold, 
Deeming all things that gliſter perte gold : 
Each winter, when thou bither doit repairc 
Our Nytmphes being {preatly vigorous and faite, 
Thou deem'ſt their winds tobe as'wileand Wittic, 
As in proportion, they be faire and prettie : 
But thou art blind , tor do but marke with me 
Their witleſle actions, and thou ſoone ſhalt ice 
Thcir taice but toule , their wit, but wanton will, 
Their wiſedomes quintetIcnce loucs idle $kill, 
For heerc in Trynobant with their conſent 

Dan C.uckow lings his layes with merriment, 
Venis No more on Jada hilles is {eene, 
In Paphos cerplcs, nor Cytheron greene : 
Putlong ago Lath bid them all tarewell 
Heere in great Tz ynobant with vs to dwell : 
For heere the luſtie Queene of loue adornes 
The poore Cer:ftes with the welked nornes, 
Here the Propzrides deunid of ſenle, 
Thoſe women picturesoftrue impudence, 
By the great power of loues luxurious Queene 
Areturn'dto ſtones, women no more are {ccne, 
For which P:1gmalion leads a finglelite 
And teares ſtrange things, not daring weda wife. 
Sne having ſpoke n,all the other birds 
Long ſilent ſtood amaz'd at thoſe her words 
Till Tirmoulc ſpake, quothſhe,whar you dotell 
Is verie {:range and we perceiueright well, 
That gentle Caſa here ſhall find ſmall grace, . 
Secing ſuch ſtrange Nymphes do dw:!! io this ſameplace : 
But what doth cauſc them with ſuch Lmpudence 
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In ſpite of modeſties pure excellence, 251i 


So much degenerate trom heaurenly Litid' e 


Sure pinching wantdorh much opprefle the minde: 


Orclle with Danaefor loue of ge 1d 

T hey kindly ſuffer friends tobetoo bold, 
Nocertes ( [itmouſe)'Prozne did replie;! 

Nor loue of gold,nor pinching penurte : 

But plentie, pl caſure; eaſe and 1dlencfle, 

Is cauſe of their deare deem'd voluptuouſhes, 
Whereby thcy ofttimes rather glue then take 
The golden gitts,that minds immodcft make, 
Heere need not /one come take a fleepelefienap 
With golden ſhowers in Dazaes lonely lap, 

For heere our luſtic Nanaes,it he want 

Will ſhower downe gold on him, if he but graunt : 
In nights black vaile, heneed not hide his head 
It he intend to got ' amphytrions bed, 

For th' 4ltmenaes here both day and night 
Will mcer him any whereforloves delight, - 

If Daphne heere do runne, ſheflackes her pace 
Till PLabzs catch her, whom ſhemuſt embrace, 
And hecre it loucly Syrinxdointend 

To runne trom rugged Pay: yetin the end 
She ſeeming taint her ſwifter courſe will ſtay, 
That ſhe may be the pipe, when Pax doth play : 
For neither Pa»s high hornes nor rugged beard 


Can make the N ymphes/ in this ſame place affeard.. 


Fie, fic (dame Progne) quoth the little Wren, 
In ſooth *gainſtthem, thou haſt too bitterbeen, 
I do not thinke that ſuch incontinence 

_ Canlurkebeneath the glorious excellence 

Ot {uch care beautie, which doth iceme rexcen 
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In theſe faire dames, that in this place 40 dwell; 
Yetitinthem ſuch light demcanorbe, 

Doubtleſſe they do not make it knowneto thee, 
How then canitthou ſuch things, as theſe relate 
With their cloſe deeds not being intimate? 

Progne replied, vawitely haue you ſaid 

Me with vatruth vngentlic tovpbraidgs 

For knqw dame Wren, that what Late did ſhow 

ls nothing i in reſpect of that I know : 

For in my neaſt built wondrous by my wit 
Beneath their chamber-windowes I do fir, 

Where if your felte were preſent but one day, 

You would \ pcake more then latcly I did ay. 

For there oft times I do both ſee and heare. 

Thole thiggs thatſhame totell bids me forbeare. 
This ſaid, cheother birds all filent fate 

As modeſtly torbearing, taske of that 
Which Prezres (elfe did ſecme halfe ſham'd to tell, 
Vnillat laſt ([pake gentle Philomel, 

And faid ( 36.. {iſter) hide not what you neo : 
Becauſe the thing breeds ſhame which thou ſhalrſhow 
For to the author of the {in be ſhame, | 
Nortvnto him, thats guiltlefle in the ſame, 

Nor ſhould examples of immodeſtic_ 

Offend the modeſt earesof chaſtirie, 

For vertues glorious ſhine, then ſhines molt bright, 
When'tis oppol'd to vice her oppoſite, 

As whiteſtthings ſeemetaircſt to the eye, 

When they be Dach'd with blacke their contrarie, 
Wherefore (deareſiſter) ſpeake and boldly tell 
Theſhamelefſe deeds ot dames that heere do dwell, 
So ſhall we frogal about the worldſo wide, 
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That which their chamber wals now ſeeme to hide, 
Of which perhaps when they hereafter heare 

To do the like hence forth they will forbeare. 
She hauing ſaid, thus Progze madereplic: 

It that ye will (yebirds) thatI deſcrie © 

And draw the curtaines of the vnchaſtebed, 
Where Mars and Yenxs hornes old Yulcans head, 
Comencare and liſten, leſt the obſcene ſound 

Ot my ſtrange ſpeech do inthe ayreabound, 
And inthe fame dobrecd corruption, 

From whence may ſpring a foule infeQion 

Of thoſe hot furious, fieric, luſtfull beaſts, 
Thattoil'd with luſt, do loath loves vulgar feaſts, 
Whom nature cannot furniſh with excefſe 

In kind-like game : but thar fome monſtrous meſle 
They do affect, I will not heere ſpeake much 

Leſt I offend; my meaning is of ſuch 

As imitate Romes Semiramiaa, + 

OrthatlItalian Cortigiana, 

And pur in practiſe thart of Arerne, 
At which both heauen and naturedoth repine, 
And with that Lybian luſtfull foule Syrexe, 

* That woman monſter Doaecamechans 

In Venus act deviſe twelue ſundrie meaſures 

With luſtic lads at full torake their pleaſures; 

Nor will [ tell, though many be of theſe 

That with 4thlants and H Wes | | 

Do Stalion-like run madding out of feafon _ 
To quench their luſt, gainſt natureand'gainſt reaſons 
Nor here to ſhew to youis my intent 

That execrableſquirtlike inſtrument, | 
Which luſt-burnt,fierie, female OY _ 
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In fruitlefgihfetondturesvilecabuſts. (1 
For theſe are things not firting ſpeech of birds : 
But beſt befitting rougheſt Satyrs words. 
Tonly hereintend to make report 

Otthatſame common-counted-cuckow ſport, 
Which by our damesis deem'd a lawfull game, 
Though impudence itſclfe bluſhat the ſame, 
(I mcane of th'old Malbeecoes of our age) 

Who iuſtly beare Cornuted Yulcans badge. 

In T-yn0bant asroandfrol flic 

It hath been oftentimes my chaunce tc{pic 

An old cold [azzaritiet before 

A freſh young May, a ſpreetly Helinore, 
Vnequall both in yearesand inaftection, 
 Andalfofarvalike intheir condition ; 
Yerto the blind-eyd worldit did appearc, 

That May did loue her lanuariedeare ; 

Which I ſcarſe truſting withia curious cic 

Haue cloſcly trackt their ſteps the truth to trie :. 
And loe,while he hath ſethis thoughts vpon 

His horded heapes,his Maybeing leftalone, 

He being cloſe athis accounts aboue, 

Whileſhe beneath fits langing afterJoue, 

In ſteps me Marchclad like aluſti Knight, 

Or pleaſant Apxi/tull of [weet delight, 

Who in loues wanton art, not wanting skill 

Hath flights enow taſſault freſh Mayat will, 

But what needs lang aſſault where none doth ſhield, 
For gentle heartſhe is as prone to yceld, 

As heraſſaulte, which wellthisyounker knowes, _ 
Though ſeeming ſtrangea while with her he gloſe, . 
For by her couthingflroling, gentle preſſing, 


Her | 
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Her rubbing,wringing, wreſtling,wanton thruſting, 
Coy looking, culling and kind interraine 

He finds enough and knowes her meaning plaine : - 

For gentle May 115 proffer'd time willloſe, 

When as from home old Ianwurie g0es, | | 
And then the vnchaſte kiſſes common flies, 2G, (ONYY 
Which Hymens ſtrongeſt nuptiall bands vnries, 
Then beaurie (ers the eres of luſt on fire, | 

And fanciec breakes forth into ſtrong deſi Ire, 

Andlaſtly luſt doth ina moment ſpace 1K 7 
Make lannaries browes bud forth apace, * | 7 07011 
Which neither he,nor any elle do fee, [E320 137 3300) 
Though irbe commonly well knowne to me: | 
For theſe be obie&s common ro my ſ1ghr, 

As in my bowers | fit, both day and night. 

Then ſay ye birds,it inthis place can dwell 

My 1 Gfter Caita gentle Philomel. 

Ay me, quoth Philowel, the more my gricfe, 

That I pogre wretchcan no where find reliefer 

For wherealas, ſhall Caſtafinda place, © 5 
Where proud Dan Cuckow ſi ings not her Aiſorarer: 2 
Great Phebes name1s now extinted quite, 

Whole fame whilom the golden ſtarres did {mite 
Wherecelſeare her faire Nymphes,whoſe beauties blaze - 
Did decke the world with like to Phzb rates, 

Who with the flower of heauenly chaſtitic 

Their beauties garland did ſo-dignific, 
That Yer brat, though deem! Ta agod of power, 
With all his flames could nenerſcorch their flower?2 4 
But now alas, faire Phebes daintic roſe, 17.2 107 
Which many Nymphes did in their breſts inclole; 


+ 


And with greatcare did tenderit more dcare, | 
{ G 2 Then 
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Then deareſt life, doth no where now appeare, 
Elſe why doth Caſts ſuffer ſuch diſgrace, 

While that the Cuckow {ings in euery place. 

As thus ſhe ſpake, not far they did eſpic, 

How proud Dan Cuckow to and fro did flie, 

Who vauntiag in the ayre with outſtretch'd wing 
His baſtard note triumphantly did ſing ; 

At whomthe Swallow,Robbin and the Wren, 
And Titmoule as it they inrag'd had been, 

_ Witheager thoughts did flie, whom they in chaſe 
A long time did purſue from place to place, 
Oftdid they flap him with their feathered quils, 
And peckt andbeat him with their tender bils, 
Vntill from out of f:ght he quite was fled 
And in ſomecouertplace had hid his head : 

But they returning backe,where making mone, 
They late had left poore Phil:melalone, 
Loe, they beheld, how ſhe poore bird did (it 

Halfe dead with tormentot her wofull fir, 

To whom poore birds being mou'd with melting pitic 
Each one:didſtriue to tune her doletull dittic, 

Long late they ſympathizing in their ſong 

The wotfull record of poore Caſtaes wrong, 
Norof{weet comfort could they ought partake, 
Vniillatlength the lietle Wren thus ſpake : 

(My louing friends and fellow birds) quoth ſhe, 
Great griete doth vex yourtroubled thoughts I ſee : 
But fond it is in ſorrow ſtill codwell 

And ſeeke no meanes ſad ſorrow to expell; - 

For grietc, that breeds deſpaire, nere finds reliefe, 

When good aduice doth maſter greateſt griefe, | 

Then know, that though no Nymph of this ſame place 
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Norof the bower of bliflewill take to grace, 
The forlorne Caſts, Phebes only bird, 

Yet meaner places may perchaunce afford _ 
Some gentle dame, although of meane degree, 

That vnto Philome! would gratious be ; | 
And well doI remember, in that place 

There wonnesa vertuous Nymph of goodly 

Wherel do ſafely build my lowly W158 =. 
 Toſhrowd my ſelfc from winters ſtormie ſhowers : 
In humble cottage ſhe doth ſtill remaine, 

The happie daughter of a countnie {waine, 

And though ſhe liuevpon meane maintenance, 

Yer with ſuch grace and goodly gouernance, _ 

She doth demeaneher ſelte, that many be 

Ofegreater ftate,that want her genterie, 

For little would ye weene, that ſuch greatgrace- 

Had any lodging in ſo meane a place, 

She hath to wit hight Yix2ma to name, 

Who though but meane, yctof exceeding fame 
Forloe, that Squier, thatliues in deepe deſpaire 

Of gaining grace of Colambe! the faire, 

Vnto an endleſſe taske by her being t1'd 

To wandereach where, through the world fowide.,. 
To proue how many damſeks he couldfind, 
That chaſtely did retaine a conſtant mind, "» 

_ Didofthree hundred dames find but this one, 
That vnto loucs delight would notbe wonne: 
Then (gentle Ph:lomel)lay by thy griefe, 
And ot this dacke let vs go ſeckereliefe, 
Vpon whoſe boſomethou maieſt fitandfing 
The virgin beautic of her youthfull ſpring, 
Where proud Dan Cuckow daresnot comein 
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Much leſle dares fng his layes inthy dif <6. 

The Wren thus hauing ſpoke,the other birds 

With Cafttes (elfe difi like well of her words, 
And with the Wren would ſtraight vnto that wood, 

Where that ſame virgin dame had herabode: / 

But gentle Prezze ſhe muſt ſtay behind; 2 

As being forbic dden by the fares vnkind 

Since her in ſhipe of bird they firſt did hide, 

Nereto frequent the woods and torreſts wide ; 

_ Parting therefore from her with weeping etes 

Herfiſter Philoxeclipake in this wile. 

Siſter (quoth ſhe) the ſtubborne fares decree, 

Thar from cach other we mult parted bee : 

For thou alas maieſ{tnot frequentthe wood, 

Nor may [ come,vvhere thou haſt thy abode: 

For now (aye me) ard hap doth me compell 

Vnto the bower of blifle, to bid tarewelI, 

Andvnto Trynobant, where woeis mee 

My dearcſt {1itcrthou ſhalt liueand fee 

My hatcfulltoe, Dan Cuckow proudly fi mg 

In my diſpight to welcome in the ſpring : 

Butmuſt we then a as, for euer part, , 

The thoyght of w ich avementsourwofull ſmart, 

Muſt thus Panajons daughters bid farewell, 

For euecr in the world apart todwell? 

We muſtalas : wherefore compel 'dby fate, 

Whoſe malice heauen it ſelfe maynor _— 

Vnto the world and thee Thid farewell . 

In en ane forcuermote todwell. 

Thus having faid,both did with wofull heare 

Each from theother heautly depart, 

Sad Progne pack to Trynebant did flic, 


And 


Andg entle Philomel in com panic 
Of little Redbreſt, Titmouſe and the Wren, 

Did take her way far from the abodesof men 

Vnto that place, where dwelt that gentle dame, 
Ofwhom the Wren did ſpeake: where when ſhe came, 
Of chat faire Nymph ſhe Hand ſuch intertaine, 

That neuer more ſhe thence return'd againe. 
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